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BOSTON REGION 


August and September were about nor- 
mal in temperature. Precipitation was re- 
markably variable in New England, the 
northern 
and north- 
ane ane eastern sec- 
tions re- 
porting 
more rain 
5 font} than usual, 
rare, SS eastern 
Massachu- 
setts suffering under a mild drought, while 
the rainfall on outer Cape Cod was ade- 
quate. There were no storms. 

Quite the most curious feature of the 
season meteorologically was the failure of 
the northwest winds to reach the coast. 
Ordinarily our cool waves in late summer 
and fall are attended with northwest 
winds, the strength of which is in direct 
proportion to the drop in temperature. A 
warm season with few or no cool waves 
means few or no flights of land-bird mi- 
grants in eastern Massachusetts. This year 
we had no less than four cool waves in 
August, and four in the first three weeks 
of September, but all were attended with 
the lightest of northeasterly or northerly 
drifts. There was not one single marked 
wave of migrants, and all observers report 
poor number and many species missed al- 
together. Prof. Eliot, on the other hand, 
did not fare badly in the Connecticut 
Valley. I know of no better evidence that 
wind velocity is of more importance than 
temperature in bringing fall migrants to 
the coast. 


The Season 


CXLVII August 1, 1943 
to October 1, 1943 


As a very general summary, the breed- 
ing season was a success with most groups 
and concluded at about the normal time. 
Wood ducks and rails would appear to 
have done particularly well on the basis 
of the numbers found near Boston in 
August and September. On the whole, the 
fall migration was a little late. 

The lack of surface plankton near shore 
accounts for the scarcity of shearwaters, 
jaegers and phalaropes, one of the poorest 
years on record. 

Southern Herons—For the third succes- 
sive year, no flight, only stragglers. 

There was a good flight of blue-winged 
teal, but all other Anatinae, including the 
black duck were scarce throughout the 
period. The scoters were late and very 
scarce, no flight at all throughout Sep- 
tember. 

The hawk flight was very poor, with 
the exception of the two coastal species, 
the marsh and pigeon hawks, which oc- 
curred in good numbers. Mount Tom was 
probably not adequately covered, but 
there was only one feeble flight of Ac- 
cipiters and broad-wings on the coast. The 
first pigeon hawks arrived remarkably 
early. 

The shore-bird flight was much the 
poorest in ten years. The adults in late 
July were slightly below normal numbers, 
but the young birds in late August and 
September were drastically below par in 
all species except the curlew and the 2 
yellow-legs. Outstanding declines were 
noted in the sanderling and the knot, the 
latter species off no less than 75%. There 
were practically no young birds at all on 
the outer Cape, instead of the usual gath- 
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erings of several hundred to one thou- 
sand throughout September. The rarer 
western species were correspondingly 
scarce. 

As remarked in the last Season report 
the terns were poor in numbers and left 
early, and no change in this situation 
occurred in August and September. The 
ring-billed gull was in greater numbers 
than ever previously recorded in Massa- 
chusetts. 

Land Birds—A good flight of red- 
breasted nuthatches in August and Sep- 
tember, the majority passing on. Cedar 
waxwings in possibly unprecedented num- 
bers flooded the whole of eastern Massa- 
chusetts from mid-August to mid-Septem- 
ber. Mr. and Mrs. Roger Ernst devoted 
special attention to the fall flight of the 
gnatcatcher at Manomet, one of the out- 
standing ornithological mysteries of New 
England. They observed a possible total 
of 32 individuals; the little bird was also 
recorded as usual on Monomoy, and more 
exceptionally north of Boston. It is idle 
to pretend that it is a straggler from the 
south after non-existent storms! 

For the second fall in succession an ex- 
traordinary number of Cape May warblers 
passed through Massachusetts. In a poor 
warbler season I saw 18 in eastern Mas- 
sachusetts, Prof. Eliot personally 80 in 
the Connecticut Valley—LupLow Gnris- 
coM, Museum of Comparative Zodlogy, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


NEW YORK REGION 


The month of August was relatively 
warm and dry. Although there were no 
extremes either above or below normal, 
daily aver- 


Say We | Conn ages were 
Rg 53" E> | quite con- 

-_ vient sistently 
city @p Lo"e tic over the 
New ~“staten J jar usua 1 
wae pe mean. 
Rainfall 

was defi- 


cient, most of the precipitation being 
confined to short, heavy thunderstorms. 
Prevailing winds were from the south and 
normal with no heavy gales. September 
records show that the final average tem- 
perature for the month was normal but 
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that warm and cool periods, each of sev- 
eral days’ duration, succeeded each other 
throughout the month, the peaks of the 
cool waves occurring on the 12th, 18th 
and 25th. These cool waves were accom- 
panied by either north or northeast winds. 
Total rainfall was below normal. With 
the exception of some species later noted 
it is the impression that migrating land 
birds were unusually scant on Long 
Island, due perhaps to the north and 
northeast winds that prevailed during pe- 
riods of low temperatures. These condi- 
tions may have caused the migrants to 
take a course more to the westward. In 
other sections of the region there were 
no apparent local weather conditions that 
would cause anything but a normal fall 
migration. 

The southward migration of double- 
crested cormorants started early as indi- 
cated by the report of a good flight off 
Surf City, N. J., on August 25 (Vail). 
Records of “white herons” are unusually 
low this season, in fact the lowest in years, 
the highest daily record being 6 American 
egrets on September 5 in the vicinity of 
Troy Meadows (V. I. and R. D. Ross), 
all other reports from both Long Island 
and New Jersey are of single birds only, 
either American egrets or little blue her- 
ons. Baldpates, pintail and both teals 
were already present on Jones Beach 
Pond in considerable numbers by Septem- 
ber 12 (Fischer). 

The hawk migration followed its usual 
course. Starting September 4 and 5 a 
fair flight, mostly Accipiters, was reported 
near Montclair (Fables, Ross). The flight 
increased and on September 12, 280 birds 
were recorded over the Ramapo Moun- 
tains (Edwards, Brown); 90% of these 
were broad-wings. The highest day’s count 
came from Bear Mountain Park where on 
September 19, 500+ broad-wings were 
counted (Vail). Flights of broad-wings 
are also reported from Van Cortlandt 
Park on the 12th and 18th (Mareen) 
and also of mixed flocks of hawks on the 
latter date from Massapequa and Orient, 
L. 1. 

Reports of migrating shore birds closed 
their season with 6 golden plovers at East 
Hampton, September 4 (Mr. and Mrs. 
McKeever); Hudsonian curlew last seen 
at Great South Bay, September 23 (Ver- 


8 


ity); marbled godwit, 1 at Jones Beach, 
September 12 (Fischer, Ralston). A jaeger 
is a rare bird on Long Island Sound but 
a parasitic was observed at Eaton’s Point 
on September 5 (J. T. Nichols). 

An unusually heavy and concentrated 

flight of flickers occurred in late Septem- 
ber, many observers reporting this flight 
from various points on Long Island on 
September 25. On this day 300 were seen 
at Orient (Latham) and on the following 
day a similar large flight was noted at 
Newark, N. J. (Haulenbeek). A rare red- 
headed woodpecker was seen in Bronx 
Botanical Gardens on September 18 (Tal- 
eporos) and a pair of these woodpeckers 
bred at Baldwin, L. 1, and 4 young were 
reported at the beginning of this period 
(Doyle). 
_ A very late olive-sided flycatcher was 
seen at Long Branch, N. J., on Septem- 
ber 26 (Seeley). The only Arkansas king- 
bird report from the region comes from 
the Franklin Lake vicinity. This was seen 
on September 28 (Hufschmid). This year 
the northern horned larks appeared very 
early, September 28 at Orient. 

From all points come records of un- 
usually heavy flights of tree swallows, as 
many as 12.000 in a day at one point. 
These great flocks assembled in the mid- 
dle of September on Long Island from 
Orient westward to Freeport. In New 
Jersey similar flocks passed through 
west Long Branch in mid-September 
(Seeley). 

Blue jays are particularly abundant at 
all points throughout the period, increas- 
ing toward the end. The red-breasted 
nuthatch is also unusually common. On 
Long Island it is estimated that there are 
three times as many as may be found in 
normal years (Elliott). Similar reports 
come from Van Cortlandt Park (Mareen) 
and Bear Mountain Park (Vail). A mi- 
grant shrike record comes from Van Cort- 
landt Park, August 29 (Mareen) and on 
same day, 2 at Troy Meadows (Thorsell). 

A rare visitor to Long Island was a pro- 
thonotary warbler at Beechhurst on Sep- 
tember 12 (Reid). Cape May warblers 
migrating through all of Long Island in 
unusual numbers are reported. In Sea- 
ford 5 or 6 might be seen daily from 
August 21 to September 28 (Elliott). Palm 
and hooded warblers are up in numbers. 


Two Connecticut warblers are reported 
from Delawana, N. J., September 25 
(Hagar), another from Hempstead, L. 1. 

The bobolink flight has been poor. Pur- 
ple finches were first reported from Bay- 
side, L. I., on September 12 (Fischer, 
Ralston), at Smithtown and Central Park 
on the 19th and 30th respectively (J. T. 
Nichols). As many as 10 British gold- 
finches may be seen daily at Massapequa 
and one successful nesting is recorded 
(Elliott), The first fall junco appeared 
on September 25, several being reported 
at Mineola (Rose) and | on the same day 
in Central Park (J. T. Nichols).—CHARLEs 
K. NicHois, American Museum of Nat- 
ural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


PHILADELPHIA REGION 


Precipitation throughout August and 
September was so light the whole region 
suffered a severe drought. Crops withered, 
grass died and 
) leaves fell. 

Lack of rain 
pools forced mi- 
grating waders to 
coastal and river- 
feeding areas. 
Fine flights were 
reported from 
the seacoast and 
the Delaware River Valley. Holgate and 
Tuckerton, N. J., August 5: 8 piping, 100 
semipalmated, 1 black-bellied and 4 Wil- 
son’s plovers, 10 killdeer, 75 ruddy turn- 
stone, 150 Hudsonian curlew, 25 greater 
and 15 lesser yellow-legs, 20 knots, 15 
spotted, 3 white-rumped, 100 least, 5000 
semipalmated sandpipers, 3000 dowitchers 
and 150 sanderling (Coman). By contrast 
at Westville, N. J., on the Delaware River, 
August 1: 10 killdeer, 300 lesser yellow- 
legs, 1 semipalmated plover, sandpipers: 
1 solitary, 100 pectoral, 15 least, 2500 
semipalmated, September 9: 12 semipal- 
mated and | black-bellied plovers, 50 kill- 
deer, sandpipers: 2 spotted, 3 solitary, 30 
pectoral, 3 Baird’s, 3 stilt, 25 semipalmated 
and 3 western, 5 greater and 150 lesser 
yellow-legs, 4 dowitchers (Manners). More 
than the usual numbers of willet were 
reported from Barnegat Bay during Au- 
gust and September. Many small flocks 
were seen—largest number in one flock, 9 
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(F. M. Archer, Jr.). Five golden plovers 
were reported from Salem, N. J., on 
September 12, and 3 on 26th (Coman); 1, 
Westville, N. J., September 26 (Man- 
ners). Twenty upland plover, Moores- 
town, N. J., August 15 (Haines). One 
marbled godwit, Cape May, N. J., Sep- 
tember 5 (E. Y. and Q. Kramer). 

Black Skimmer—One young unable to 
fly, Barnegat Inlet colony, September 6 
(F. M. Archer, Jr.); Longport, N. J., Sep- 
tember 2, colony of 200, 2 nests with eggs 
and 4 downy young, 40 young just about 
able to fly. Margate, N. J., September 1, 
colony of 100, 9 young unable to fly 
(Dr. Pepper). 

Purple Martin—Maple Shade, N. J., 
August 15, about 2000 martins were roost- 
ing wth starlings, grackles and robins and 
on August 21 only 5 martins came into 
the roost (Haines); Berlin, N. J., Au- 
gust 25, 30,000 roosting martins (Potter). 

Warblers—Cape May warblers were 
especially numerous in late September. 
Highest number in one day, 21, Forty 
Fort, Pa., September 19 (Tracy). Con- 
necticut warblers in small numbers. A 
Kentucky warbler hit a window at Mer- 
chantville, N. J., on August 18, and was 
killed (Marx). Germantown, Pa., Au- 
gust 26, 1 Brewster's warbler (J. J. Ar- 
nett, Jr.). 

Nuthatch — The red-breasted nuthatch 
was very numerous during the first week 
in September. 

Purple Finch—Heavy fall invasion was 
reported from all points. 

The Outstanding Recerd — Beverly, 
N. J., September 25, white pelican stayed 
on the Delaware River most of the day 
(Street). 

Other Records of Interest—Fort Mott, 
N. J., August 10, shoveller, 1 (Coman); 
Brant Beach, N. J., August 25, lark spar- 
row, 1; Princeton, N. J., September 
2, black tern, 1 (Rogers); Riverton, N. J., 
September 4, young house wrens leave 
the nest, a late date (Misses Martha and 
Elsie Biddle); Beverly, N. J., Septem- 
ber 5, cedar waxwing, nest with small 
young (Street); Cape May, N. J., Septem- 
ber 19, Arkansas kingbird, 1 (E. Y. and 
Q. Kramer); Forty Fort, Pa., Septem- 
ber 19, Philadelphia vireo, 1; Septem- 
ber 13, Lincoln’s sparrow, 1 (Tracy).— 
Juutan K, Potter, Collingswood, N. J. 
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CAROLINA REGION 


Temperature for the whole region above 
normal for August, but considerably be- 
low for September. Rainfall at Raleigh 


— =z) somewhat 
eee ge Sa) below nor- 
mal for 
both 
months, 
still less at 
Columbia, 
and greatly 
below at 


Charleston, especially in August. 
Interior—At Raleigh an osprey was 
noted August 1; the last yellow warbler 
on the 30th. The nighthawk migration 
was short and scant, August 29 to Sep- 
tember | at Statesville (Anderson) and 
August 31 to September 4 at Raleigh. On 
August 24, 4 or 5 acres of sky were swirl- 
ing with swifts at Statesville, but at Co- 
lumbia, S. C. (Mrs. Charles) unusual 
numbers not noted till September 16. At 
Statesville, goldfinch’s nest with 3 eggs 
on August 15 and Canada warbler on the 
30th, also at Charlotte (Mrs. Clarkson) 
September 18 and a Wilson’s warbler the 
next day. Last blue-gray gnatcatcher, 
Raleigh, September 4; Acadian flycatcher 
and chat, 19th; red-eyed vireo, oven-bird, 
blue grosbeak and crested flycatcher, 26th. 
Number of birds found dead around 
Boone’s Pond, Raleigh, including veery 
and horned grebe on 23d. Wood pewee, 
New London (Trott) September 26 and 
last solitary sandpiper, Raleigh, 27th. 
Yellow-throated warbler, Statesville, Sep- 
tember 25. At Raleigh, white-throated 
sparrow, 26th, first savannah sparrow, 27th 
and hooded warbler, 29th. Cape May 
warbler, Charlotte, 25th and next day at 
Statesville. Bittern and flock of bobo- 
links, Raleigh, September 26. Only cow- 
birds, New London, 24th; olive-backed 
thrush, Charlotte, 25th; veery, Statesville, 
27th. Columbia, S. C., reports Florida 
grackles leaving first half of August, last 
orchard oriole, 17th, purple martin and 
crested flycatcher, 22d. First black and 
white warbler, August 9, redstart, Sep- 
tember 13. At Columbia, red-bellied 
woodpeckers left nest August 13, sixty 
days after hole was started, brood of Caro- 
lina wrens left nest September 17, latest 
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on record, 1 hummingbird sucking figs, 
August 10, same as last year. 
Mountains—Arden (Mrs. Grinnell) re- 
ports birds of all kinds unusually abun- 
dant, especially goldfinches. Last dates; 
scarlet tanager, August 27; indigo bunting 
and Kentucky warbler, September 15; red- 
eyed vireo, 17th; chat, hooded, chestnut- 
sided, Tennessee and black-throated green 
warblers, 23d; wood thrush, 25th; catbird, 
26th; hummingbird, 27th; redstart, 28th. 
Firsts: myrtle warbler, September 17; red- 
breasted nuthatch, 18th; white-throated 
sparrow, winter wren, 20th. At Asheville, 
Trott saw cerulean warbler on August 1 
and Holmes at Tryon on the 20th. 
Coastal—Shore-bird flight at Pea Island 
poor till mid-August with good flight of 
black-bellied, semipalmated and piping 
plovers, turnstone, willet, yellow-legs, with 
greater predominating, knot, sanderling, 
dowitcher, semipalmated sandpiper and 
marbled godwit. Curlew rather scarce. 
Migration of terns usual with royals scarce 
due to poor breeding season. Herons, ex- 
cept Louisiana, common. Migration of 
swallows at Charleston (Chamberlain) was 
spotted with barn and tree normal. A 
few banks regularly to September 3, few 
if any migrating rough-wings along coast, 
and no cliffs, same as last year. Night- 
hawk migration at Charleston seems to 
have dropped off in past few years—a few 
dozen last year, a bare handful this year 
with last on September 21. Apparently 
good migration of warblers along coast 
with a wave at Norfolk (Mrs. Reed) Sep- 
tember 28, including 1 Cape May. Red- 
starts less common at Charleston, but 
good at Summerville, S. C. (Swope), 
McClellansville, S. C. (Crawford, Shuler) 
and Norfolk. Swope had a blue-winged 
warbler at Summerville on August 21. 
Late nesting was a painted bunting at 
Charleston, female feeding young on Au- 
gust 24. Duck hawk at Summerville (Lit- 
tlehales) August 14, earlier than best by 
three weeks. Pigeon hawk at Charleston 
on September 14 with good flight through 
month, also heavy migration of osprey. 
Vesper sparrow at Charleston ahead of 
best date, with savannahs on August 22 
(Phillips) three weeks ahead of previous 
best. Cape Romain (Du Pre) pelican 
colony was ousted by barracks, but moved 
to near-by Raccoon Keys and nested on 
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dunes. Extremely unusual is a roseate 
spoonbill on Summerhouse Pond, Bull's 
Island (Roy Hills, Du Pre, et al.) Sep- 
tember 28 and _ later, probably fourth 
record for South Carolina.—C. S. BRIMLEy, 
528 Washington St., and Joun H. Grey, 
Jr., 2778 Vanderbilt Ave., Raleigh, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION 


The hot weather and subnormal rain- 
fall of the preceding period persisted 
through the first week of September—pre- 

cipitation during 

a a August was only 

hivetnenlan 334%, of normal. 

The last three 

weeks of the pe- 

riod were cool 

with average rain- 

fall. No destruc- 

tive winds were 
experienced. 

Migration—A 3- 
mile, low-level 
bridge across Pensacola Bay, with power 
lines strung not higher than 35 feet above 
water level, kills every fall a surprising 
number of night migrants. The specimens 
actually found on the bridge must com- 
prise only a small per cent of total cas- 
ualties, since many of the birds that strike 
the wires undoubtedly fall overboard. Of 
those that are recovered from the road- 
way of the bridge, some are mangled be- 
yond recognition by passing traffic. A 
daily survey of the bridge by E. J. Koest- 
ner and Miss L, Pate from September 5 
(the day the first specimen was found) 
through September 30 yielded 87 identi- 
fiable specimens of 19 species—9 warblers, 
7 other passeriformes, 2 rails and a least 
bittern. Of these, the yellow-throat out- 
numbered all others with 46 individuals, 
followed by the sora with 10. Species for 
which arrival dates were established by 
specimens from the bridge are: sora, Sep- 
tember 5; Virginia rail, 11th; gray-cheeked 
thrush, 23d and 24th (my only fall records 
in 28 years); blue-winged warbler, 24th; 
prairie marsh wren and oven-bird, 25th; 
house wren (earliest ever recorded) 26th. 
Species for which departure dates were 
established by specimens from the bridge 
are: Acadian flycatcher, September 23; 
yellow warbler, 24th; yellow-breasted 
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chat, 25th. Through coastwise woods 
south of Pensacola Bay, a westward flight 
of many yellow warblers and a few prairie 
warblers was noted on August 15, while 
just above the treetops passed a continu- 
ous flight of purple martins (almost ex- 
clusively adult males) with a scattering 
of barn swallows. In the same woods on 
September 5, crested flycatchers were 
abundant and evidently only pausing in 
transit. The largest flight of hawks I have 
ever seen circled over the same area for 
more than 2 hours on September 26— 
about 100 red-shouldered, at least 1 broad- 
winged (latest ever recorded) and 1 red- 
tailed; and skimming the treetops were 
many sharp-shins—estimate impossible. 
The solitary sandpiper, a common tran- 
sient in normal seasons and present in 
small numbers even in dry seasons, was 
absent this year for the only time in my 
experience. 

Additional Arrival Dates—Redstart was 
first seen on August 1 (earliest ever re- 
corded); upland plover and barn swal- 
low, 7th; cowbird, 12th (Mrs. A. L. Whig- 
ham); ruddy turnstone, cerulean warbler 
(very rare) and prairie warbler, 15th; blue 
grosbeak (rare) September 5 (earliest ever 
recorded); tree swallow and veery, 12th; 
rose-breasted grosbeak, 19th (Mrs. Whig- 
ham); catbird, 20th (Mrs. Whigham); 
Bewick’s wren (very rare) 30th. 

Additional Departure Dates—The last 
orchard oriole was seen on August 15; 
Wilson’s plover, September 11; black tern, 
18th; prairie warbler, 19th; eastern king- 
bird, 25th; yellow-crowned night heron 
and purple martin, 26th. 

Unusual Occurrences—A coot, probably 
a cripple, was reported on July 26 and 
again early in August (Koestner) in a 
roadside pond just west of the state line 
in Alabama—time of normal arrival, early 
in October. Three pipits were seen on 
August 19, comparing interestingly with 
my previous record of August 14, 1927— 
time of normal arrival, late in October. 
A loon undoubtedly a cripple, was seen 
on August 15. A palm warbler, the only 
one ever known in advance of normal 
migration, was reported from Century on 
August 26 (Mrs. Whigham)—the first regu- 
lar migrants appeared this year on Sep- 
tember 26. 

Breeding—A newly-hatched (not older 
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than two days) brood of bob-whites was 
seen on August 22.—FRANcIS M. WESTON, 
2006 E. Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


OHIO-MICHIGAN REGION 


Scant rainfall in August and September 
allowed streams to drop back to normal 
levels, although most lakes remained near 
the high marks 
of the earlier 
rainy season. 
Temperatures, 
particularly in 
September, 
were below 
normal, but 
there were no 
unusually 
severe frosts. 

Land birds 
from the north 
were on sched- 
ule. In north- 
ern Ohio and 
southern Michigan most migrant warblers 
raade their first appearance in August and 
became common in the first ten days of 
September. By the end of September red- 
breasted nuthatches, winter wrens, both 
kinglets, juncos, white - crowned, white - 
throated and fox sparrows were reported 
generally. Suitable shore-bird territory was 
scarce, but where it existed these birds 
seemed reluctant to leave and many were 
lingering through the end of the period. 
These included semipalmated, golden and 
black-bellied plovers, greater and lesser 
yellow-legs, pectoral, solitary, white- 
rumped, Baird’s least and semipalmated 
sandpipers and sanderlings. Northern 
ducks had not yet appeared in numbers 
by September 25, the first day of the hunt- 
ing season. 

A notable feature of the season was the 
scarcity of late summer wanderers among 
the herons at inland points. Pirnie in 
Michigan and Kahl in Ohio are among 
the observers to comment in detail on 
this fact. At some of the smaller lakes in 
Ohio and Michigan where egrets have oc- 
curred regularly in small numbers for sev- 
eral years, not one was seen this summer. 
Even in the big marshes along Lake Erie 
most counts were somewhat lower than 
those of corresponding periods of last year. 
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Little blue herons were seen only in the 
southeast corner of Michigan, near Toledo, 
where 8 were observed on August 15. Black- 
crowned night herons, that nest near the 
larger bodies of water in this region and 
commonly wander throughout the terri- 
tory in late summer, were completely miss- 
ing from their accustomed visiting spots 
on some small lakes. It has been suggested 
previously that perhaps wandering herons 
may be scattered more widely during dry 
than during wet seasons. That observation 
would seem to be confirmed by this year’s 
experience. 

A northeaster in June broke dikes along 
Lake Erie, east of Toledo, and permitted 
the high waters to flood thousands of acres 
ot plowed fields and grasslands. Much of 
this land remained flooded intermittently 
during August and September, offering 
remarkable opportunities for Toledo peo- 
ple to study shore birds from the car win- 
dow. On September 19, a group of us saw 
18 species of birds with the following rari- 
ties: 5 northern and 1 Wilson’s phalarope, 
1 knot, 6 stilt sandpipers and 6 long-billed 
dowitchers. Two duck hawks stirred the 
flocks repeatedly with false stoops. 

Among observations of local interest in 
other districts was that of Baker, who saw 
an unusual flock of 41 wood ducks on a 
pond near Grand Rapids on September 
10. An unexpected king rail visited 
Youngstown on September 14 (Vickers, 
Cook). Walker was surprised on Septem- 
ber 8 to see a mockingbird flying ineffec- 
tually against a strong head wind along 
South Bass Island in Lake Erie. Skaggs, at 
Cleveland, banded 2 Lincoln’s sparrows 


on September 27 (seldom seen here by 
most individuals). P 


Other Interesting Notes—Several ruddy 
ducks in August and September at the 
Kellogg Sanctuary, near Grand Rapids 
(Pirnie); western sandpipers in Michigan, 
near Toledo, August 21 (Campbell, May- 
field); near Youngstown, stilt sandpiper, 
5, September 11; a migrant shrike, uncom- 
mon in that district, September 9 (Cook); 
Connecticut warbler, September 15, at 
Cleveland (Morse).—HARoLD MAYFIELD, 
3311 Parkwood Ave., Toledo, Ohio. 


MISSOURI REGION 


Temperatures over the region were 
about normal during August and rather 


cool, somewhat below normal during Sep 
tember. Both 
months were 
very dry, bro- 
ken only by 
light rains 
mostly in the 
western part of 
y the state. Lakes 
MISSOURI REGION 2_* and ponds, 
filled to over- 
flowing by the heavy rains and floods of 
early summer, dropped greatly during late 
summer and early fall, many drying com- 
pletely. In the St. Louis area the rapid 
drying of the floodwater did not leave the 
vast areas of mud flats which attracted 
thousands of egrets and shore birds in the 
summer of 1942. Pectorals, least and semi- 
palmated sandpipers, greater and _ lesser 
yellow-legs arrived in early August and 
were present in fair numbers almost to 
the end of September. Baird’s sandpiper 
was observed at St. Louis and the western 
sandpiper at several widely-separated lo- 
calities over the state. Small flocks of 
golden plover were reported on August 
14 and September 12. Stilt sandpipers 
were frequently observed in the St. Louis 
area (15, September 6). The rare buff- 
breasted sandpiper was reported from 
Kansas City, August 1 (Hedges) and from 
St. Louis, August 14 (Jackson). The num- 
ber of Wilson’s snipe observed in late 
September indicates an increase in this 
species. Black terns came in about August 
1 and were quite common the first week 
of September. Also present were smaller 
numbers of least and Forster’s terns. 
American egrets reached a maximum of 
421 at Creve Coeur on August 17, and 
were widely scattered over the region, but 
only in a fraction of their 1942 numbers. 
A few were still present September 30. 
Migrating great blue and black-crowned 
night herons were common during the 
period. The little blue in white plumage 
was reported only from Kansas City. Soras, 
Florida galinules, white pelicans and many 
pied-billed grebes were observed on the 
Platte County lakes on September 23 
(O'Connor). Blue-winged teal and mal- 
lards began moving into the region in 
early September and the flight of blue- 
wings in western Missouri is reported to 
be the heaviest in years. Small flocks of 
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baldpates and green-winged teal were also 
observed toward the end of the month. 
Migrating ospreys were unusually com- 
mon during September (40, Bennitt, Cur- 
rent River, September 14-19). Harlan’s 
hawk appeared early at Kansas City (Oc- 
tober 3). A duck hawk was observed at 
Creve Coeur on September 6 (Jackson). 
A slight movement of Buteo hawks was 
noticed during September and marsh 
hawks were common over the region. 
Although September was unusually cool, 
no pronounced waves of songbird mi- 
grants were noticed until the last ten days. 
Olive-sided flycatchers were frequently re- 
ported during early September and the 
uncommon yellow-bellied flycatcher was 
observed in St. Louis on September 19. 
There were two reports of Grinnell’s 
water-thrush early in August. During the 
first half of September, Canada and Wil- 
son’s warblers were reported frequently 
and Nashvilles were common during the 
entire month, From about September 20 
on, Blackburnian and black-throated green 
warblers were quite common in the St. 
Louis area, with smaller numbers of black 
and whites, chestnut-sided and _bay- 
breasted. The olive-backed and _gray- 
cheeked thrushes, common in spring but 
seldom seen in fall, were reported from 
several locations in mid-September. Blue- 
headed vireos were common and fre- 
quently in song. Flocks of cedar waxwings 
were numerous in the northern and west- 
ern parts of the region in September. 
Short-billed marsh wrens appeared in the 
dry marshy areas in early August and a 
few prairie marsh wrens were seen in Sep- 
tember. Several large martin roosts re- 
ported during August were deserted by the 
end of the month. Flocks of cliff swallows 
were common during August and early 
September. Later flocks about the lakes 
and marshes were made up mostly of tree 
and barn swallows, a few still present at 
the close of the month. Flocks of migrating 
nighthawks were observed as late as Sep- 
tember 21. The cool weather the last ten 
days of September brought in numbers of 
brown creepers, red-breasted nuthatches, 
ruby-crowned and golden-crowned king- 
lets. Myrtle warblers were seen at La 
Grange on September 25 (Painter); white- 
throated sparrows at Kansas City and rusty 
blackbirds on September 21 (Hedges), 
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rather early dates for the 3 species. A late 
nesting of the mourning dove in which the 
young did not leave the nest until Sep- 
tember 29 is reported from Kansas City. 
—JaMeEs W. CUNNINGHAM, 217 South Mera- 
mec, Clayton 5, Mo. 


MINNESOTA REGION 


August was a relatively warm month 
with eighteen days when the temperature 
was above 80° and several above 90°. Sep- 
tember on the 
other hand, was a 
cold, blustery 
month with a light 
fall of snow at 
Fergus. Falls on 
the 8th, a light 
frost at Minne- 
apolis on the 11th 
and 16th, below 
freezing tempera- 
ture farther north 
(22° at Bemidji) 
but with an abrupt change on the 25th, 
the opening day for duck shooting, to 
bright, warm days which continued on 
into October. 

Mrs, Frances S. Davidson has kindly 
provided an outline sketch of bird condi- 
tions in the vicinity of Minneapolis for 
the past two months. “The fall season in 
the Lake Harriet vicinity has been disap- 
pointing, especially with regard to the 
warblers. There has been no exciting wave 
of mixed species, and only myrtles and 
Nashvilles have been really abundant. The 
others came as single stragglers or in very 
small bands—a total of 23 species. On the 
other hand, some species were unusually 
numerous. During the last two weeks of 
August and the first two in September 
there were more and noisier blue jays than 
I have ever seen before. They pervaded 
the park and bird refuge and overflowed 
into the residential districts until they at- 
tracted the attention of the most unob- 
servant, and the variety of their calls con- 
fused even experienced bird students. 
From August 21-31 there was a great in- 
flux of catbirds. From September 29 to 
October | there was a number of blue- 
headed vireos in song, and on September 
10, all 5 species of Minnesota vireos were 
in the bird sanctuary. The hummingbirds 
that have been scarce since the big dust 
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storms several years ago are coming into 
their own again. Thrushes and towhees 
have been few in number and white- 
throated and Harris’s sparrows absent 
hereabouts.” 

From the Duluth area both Dr. Lakela 
and Mrs. Olin report that there has been 
a large migration of warblers, vireos and 
sparrows. Dr. Lakela remarks, “I cannot 
recall having seen so many birds before 
as there have been this fall.” However, 
Mrs. Olin notes the absence of Harris’s 
sparrows and hermit thrushes as was also 
the case in the spring. Golden and black- 
bellied plovers have been present on the 
Point (Dr. Lakela), likewise buff-breasted 
and Baird’s sandpipers (Mrs. Olin). 

Mr. and Mrs. F. L. Jaques have been in 
northeastern Minnesota since the middle 
of September where they intend to remain 
until midwinter, collecting materials for 
a new illustrated book depicting winter 
conditions in the same region so graphi- 
cally portrayed in the summer in Canoe 
Country. Mr. Jaques sends some interest- 
ing bird notes from Basswood Lake close 
by the Canadian boundary: black duck, 
relatively abundant; about 10 blacks to 1 
mallard. Turkey vulture present until 
about September 25 in numbers up to as 
many as 7. Bald eagle present during the 
entire period (September 17 to October 
13). Golden eagle, 2, September 20, 1, 
22d, reported to be more common than 
the bald eagle. Raven common during the 
entire time, seen or heard nearly every 
day. A large flock of red-breasted nuthatch, 
apparently in migration, September 29. 

Brother Hubert Lewis of St. Paul sub- 
mits a detailed list of 50 nests of the gold- 
finch, all found from July 31 to September 
8 in a rather limited area and all located 
in large thistles (Cirsium altissimum) 2 to 
5 feet from the ground. The young had 
left 16 nests before they were discovered. 
The others contained eggs or young, 4 to 
5 in number, except | nest which contained 
6 young, and another, 5 feet up, which 
contained 8 eggs on September 8. There 
were no two nests closer together than 50 
feet. In one instance, a nest was begun 
close to another nest but was later torn to 
pieces, suggesting that it had been de- 
stroyed by the owners of the first nest. 
Brother Hubert also reported 4 nests of 
the clay-colored sparrow among the thistles 
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on dates as follows; August 4, 1 egg and 2 
young; August 21, 2 eggs. These are late 
dates for this species. Another late date 
was an indigo bunting’s nest in a large 
thistle on September 1, containing 1 young 
and 2 eggs. 

Items of Special Interest-Two Ameri- 
can egrets at Lake Washington near Das- 
sel, Meeker County, September 22 (J. P. 
Jensen) and 2 that remained about six 
weeks previous to September 4 near Lock 
3, above Red Wing on the Mississippi 
River (Warden Phil Nordene, T. Surber). 
A raven in Pine County on September 19 
(Breckenridge, Swanson). A male lark 
bunting near Elk River, late July by C. E. 
Munns, an exceptional occurrence but re- 
liable. Twenty-five yellow-headed black- 
birds in a flock with other species near 
Mountain Lake, Cottonwood County, on 
February 26, 1943 (Miss Ethel Janssen). 
They were male birds with full yellow 
heads, and the identification was without 
doubt correct though an unusual winter 
record. 

Most of the early duck hunters reported 
plenty of local ducks and limit bags on 
the opening day, September 25.-THomas 
S. Roserts, Director, Minnesota Museum 
of Natural History, University of Minne- 
sota, Minneapolis, Minn. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS 
REGION 


Temperature was about average during 
the period. There was normal rainfall in 
August but September was exceedingly dry. 
All observ- 
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pheasants and 
Hungarian partridges were much reduced 
in numbers in north-central North Dakota 
as compared with 1942. 

Waterfowl in general were abundant. 
and not much hunted because of ammuni- 
tion shortage. Staunton reported an in- 
crease in numbers August 20 to Septem- 
ber 25 at Waubay. Redheads were un- 
usually abundant there in late September. 
Ruddy ducks appeared in large numbers 
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throughout the prairie region. No out- 
standing goose flights had been reported 
to the end of the period. 

Botulism losses were very heavy in the 
Waubay area. 

Stevens reported a flock of 200 purple 
martins near Fargo, August 28. There was 
a large shore-bird migration near Tower 
City (Preston). The Gammels reported 
500 sandhill cranes at Lostwood, Septem- 
ber 15, and 300 at Des Lacs on the 25th. 
They recorded redstarts, magnolia, myrtle, 
Wilson’s, Tennessee, black and white, 
palm and orange-crowned warblers dur- 
ing the warbler flight, also heard small 
birds passing over during the nights of 
September 10 to 13. 

At Minot, Miss Stine was able to locate 
only one of the hybrid flickers. This bird 
was without the red patch on the head, 
had one red paler patch and one black 
and the wings were lined with a coloring 
deeper yellow than the yellow-shafted but 
definitely not the red of the red-shafted. 
She saw the following species feeding 
young in August: bluebird, red-eyed vireo, 
redstart and lazuli bunting and goldfinches 
feeding young on September 25. While in 
the Black Hills of South Dakota the first 
week of August, Miss Stine observed black 
ducks (Sylvan Lake), red-shafted flicker, 
hairy and downy woodpeckers, violet- 
green swallows, blue jays, magpies, black- 
capped chickadees, white-breasted nut- 
hatches, robins, western bluebird, Audu- 
bon’s warbler, western tanager, pine siskin, 
red crossbills, juncos and chipping spar- 
rows.—M. C. Hammonp, Lower Souris 
Refuge, Upham, N. D. 


UTAH REGION 


High temperatures around and over 
100° continued from early July to August 
20, when a very sharp break dropped the 
daily high to 85° and the 
night temperature to 40° 
in Salt Lake City 
with frost tem- 
peratures in 


some of the near- 

\3 by hamlets. By 

Poorees > September 1, the 
daily tempera- 

a) tures had risen 


to above 90° and 
—— while this high 
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declined somewhat after the 20th, the 
month continued unusually warm and 
free from any of the usual cold storms. 

This has in part at least set back the 
waterfowl migration as much as a month 
with some species according to Mr. M. R. 
Cheesman, a local aviculturist, whose busi- 
ness largely depends upon his late sum- 
mer collections of waterfowl afflicted with 
botulism. 

My findings agree with Mr. Cheesman’s 
and is also the opinion of Mr. George Cox, 
Custodian of the New State Gun Club. 
We are, however, somewhat at variance 
with Game Warden T. S. Terry, who ob- 
served the early August migration of pin- 
tails in flight as they hardly stopped at 
lakes around Salt Lake City and Mr. 
Vanez T. Wilson, Superintendent of Bear 
River Refuge states that the pintails 
started arriving in early August but did 
not reach the maximum abundance until 
the first week in September; green-wings 
were two weeks later than usual and that 
baldpates had not arrived in any appreci- 
able numbers within the period of this 
report. However, baldpates were noted in 
customary abundance around Salt Lake, 
especially at Decker’s Lake on September 25. 

I will supplement Mr. Wilson’s report 
from the Bear River Refuge with such 
other data as I have accumulated for the 
period. 

Grebes—About 900 western still on the 
refuge and 100 eared, both breeders, no 
late summer or fall migration noted. 

White Pelican—About 10,000 present on 
the refuge which represents the maximum 
for the year. Mr. Cheesman reports 500 on 
Ogden Wildlife Refuge during middle 
September. 

Cormorants—About 100 double-crested 
at Farmington Bay, September 12. 

White-faced Glossy Ibis—Two thousand 
at Bear River Refuge last of September. 
I kept under observation at Decker’s Lake 
a roost of 1500-2000 from mid-August to 
mid-September, only 3 remained on Sep- 
tember 25. 

Geese—Three thousand Canadas on 
Bear River Refuge of which 2000 were 
young of the year. Mr. Cox reports be- 
tween 400 and 500 for New State Gun 
Club which represents the most successful 
breeding season for that locality in recent 
years. 


Ducks—Pintails started arriving in early 
August at Bear River Refuge and reached 
maximum, 500,000, during first week in 
September. In the Salt Lake valley lakes 
only a few were noted until after Septem- 
ber 15. 

Green-winged Teal—Reached maximum 
of 300,000 in last week of September at 
Bear River Refuge. A few in valley ponds 
as early as August 21. Mallards common 
about this date and abundant a month 
later. 

The outstanding note on duck migra- 
tion was contributed by Mr. Cheesman, 
who observed a flock of 500-1000 blue- 
winged teal on September 20 at Ogden 
Wildlife Refuge. Twenty birds probably 
of this flock, victims of botulism, were 
picked up a week later. All have recov- 
ered. They were very fat, which was in 
contrast to a like number of cinnamon 
teal picked up the same date. Most of 
the cinnamons had migrated by August 
15 and these stricken birds had no doubt 
lingered from that period. Seventeen of the 
20 recovered at Mr. Cheesman’s aviary. 

Mr. Wilson estimates the population of 
redheads on the refuge at 5000 and states 
that there are many still unable to fly at 
the close of chis period and comments on 
the very late nesting this year. On August 
8, I counted twenty broods on Farmington 
Bay, a few of which were only half grown 
and many very young. Mr. Cox reports 
a family with 26 young. 

Shore Birds—Snowy plover, last observed 
at Bear River on September 1. Small flocks 
of lesser yellow-legs throughout Sepember, 
also a few greater. Peeps still present by 
thousands, Several hundred dowitchers, 30 
marbled godwits, between 4000-5000 avo- 
cets and a few hundred northern phala- 
ropes. Stilts last seen, September 25. This 
is sufficiently representative of the other 
regions. 

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns—August 29. I ob- 
served very carefully a parasitic jaeger on 
shore of the lake at Saltair and Mr. Wilson 
reports 6 on September 6 at Bear River 
Refuge. California gulls still common and 
more ring-bills coming in. Forster’s, Cas- 
pian and common still present at Bear 
River Refuge. Black terns last seen at 
Decker’s Lake, August 23. 

Poor-will—Still present 
ground, September 5. 
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Night Hawks—Rex B. Snow reports huti- 
dreds of migrating birds on afternoon of 
September 9. That seems the maximum 
period though birds were still fairly com- 
mon until the last week in September. 

Hummingbirds—First fall migrant, ru- 
fous, August 14, Liberty Park. Still pres- 
ent on September 11. Also 2 female black- 
chins. 

Wood peckers—Snow reports 3 pileated at 
mouth of Uinta River on August 20. He 
also notes an increase in Lewis’s for Davis 
County. 

Swallows—Cliffs left about August 20, 
barns migrating throughout September. 

Sage Thrasher—September 19 and 25. 

Robin—Migration flocks through Sep- 
tember. 

Vireos—T wo warbling, reported by Snow, 
September 12. Three plumbeous still on 
breeding ground, September 5 (Locker- 
bie). 

Warblers—Yellow, last songs, August 25. 
First pileolated migrants, September 6. 
Following observation still on breeding 
grounds: Virginia’s, September 12, Audu- 
bon’s, September 19, black-throated gray 
and Macgillivray’s, September 6, yellow- 
throat, September 25. 

Blackbirds—Yellow-heads abundant un- 
til mid-September, red-wings and Brewer's 
still abundant. 

Migrating western tanagers noted Sep- 
tember 12. 

Sparrows—Gambel’s_ replacing white- 
crowns early in September. Brewer’s, Sep- 
tember 6; slate-colored fox, September 19, 
still on breeding area. Gray-headed juncos 
still flocked in breeding areas September 
19.—CHARLES W. LOCKERBIE, 223 West oth 
South St., Salt Lake City 4, Utah. 


TEXAS COASTAL REGION 


The Weather—The heat of summer was 
first definitely broken by a nation-wide 
cool spell August 18-22. At that time tem- 
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58° on the 18th. Beginning September 
17, a hurricane hovered for a week off 
the Texas coast and brought northeast 
winds and rain. Except in the Galveston 
Bay region the season was_ generally 
dry. 

General Conditions—According to Cap- 
tain of Wardens E. T. Dawson, “State 
game wardens from Brownsville to Beau- 
mont report more ducks than usual along 
the Texas coast at this period of the year. 
One concentration of 35,000 pintails was 
observed feeding in the rice fields near 
High Island (30 miles northeast of Gal- 
veston) on September 26. Such concentra- 
tions have not been observed in this area 
since the late 1920's.” Mottled ducks, clap- 
per rails and Florida gallinules had an ex- 
cellent breeding season in many localities. 
But the year was a complete failure for 
purple gallinules. Cowbirds, boat-tailed 
grackles and red-wings had a too-success- 
ful season. Bob-whites were late but did 
well in many places. A good rice crop 
everywhere along the coast assures a plen- 
tiful winter food supply for ducks, geese 
and other birds. Moreover, the hurricane 
of July 27 and the high winds of Septem- 
ber 17-23 flattened many rice fields in the 
Galveston Bay region. These fields can be 
harvested only by the birds and will form 
a bountiful larder. Mourning doves were 
abundant and the plants whose seeds they 
eat did well. But the white-winged doves 
of southern Texas had one of their poor- 
est years. The shore-bird and warbler mi- 
grations were doubtless hurried along by 
September’s cool weather; at any rate, 
these birds seemed less plentiful than 
usual this season. Exceptions to the rule 
were the 2 curlews and semipalmated, 
western and least sandpipers that made a 
remarkably good showing. Chimney swifts, 
all the regular flycatchers and the swallows 
appeared in normal numbers. 

Migrations—Normal autumn migrations 
northward continued with a few species: 
at Cove, brown pelican from August 8, 
reddish egret from August 22, white ibis 
from August 8; at Rockport, vermilion fly- 
catcher on September 16. 

Some departure dates at Cove as re- 
ported by McKay; orchard oriole, Septem- 
ber 5; yellow-crowned night heron, ful- 
vous tree duck, least tern, summer tana- 
ger, 12th; kingbird, 18th. All these dates 
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are very early and may be related to the 
continued cool weather of September. 

Some arrival dates of migrants from the 
north: olive-sided flycatcher at Rockport, 
August 16 and at Cove, 20th and white 
pelican at Houston on same date. Mallard 
at Rockport, August 22; pintail at Cove 
and Rockport on 22d. Blue-winged teal 
at Cove; little brown crane at Rockport; 
buff-breasted sandpiper and upland plover 
at Cove (all on August 22). Sparrow hawk 
at Houston, August 24, at Sheldon, 26th 
and at Cove, September 2. Marsh hawk at 
Cove, August 29 and at Rockport, together 
with phoebe, September 2. White-fronted 
goose at Houston, September 9 and at 
Cove, 14th. Green-winged teal and shovel- 
ler at Cove, September 12. Blue-gray gnat- 
catcher at Houston, September 10, at 
Cove, 25th. Baltimore oriole at Cove, Sep- 
tember 12 and at Rockport, 13th. Ruby- 
crowned kinglet at Houston, September 
29. A few of these dates are extremely 
early, but the rest are about normal. Many 
of them seem to be associated with the 
pronounced cool weather of August 
18-22. 

Breeding—McKay observed at Cove sev- 
eral broods of young fulvous tree ducks 
as late as August 22 and about 30 imma- 
ture Florida gallinules on 29th. Meitzen 
found fresh mourning dove eggs just east 
of Galveston Bay on September 17. 

Notable Items—A flock of 2000 anhinga 
migrated southwest over Houston, August 
31; a flock of 20 man-o’-war birds was 
soaring over Genoa (30 miles from the 
Gulf and 10 miles east of Galveston Bay) 
September 17. Chimney swifts had disap- 
peared from Cove by August 1, but were 
numerous at Houston to the end of the 
period. Scissor-tailed flycatchers were last 
seen at Cove, August 4, but were numer- 
ous on Galveston Island to the end of the 
period. Very many purple martins were 
migrating through Cove on September 
4-5, but except for a pair on August 28 
and a badly molted bird, September 9, the 
species did not appear in Houston after 
August 13.—Grorce G. WILLIAMS, The 
Rice Institute, Houston, Texas. 


SAN FRANCISCO REGION 


Summer dryness continued through the 
period, but the days were cooler than 
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ful recording of 
observations. Absence of hunters from the 
coastal mountains brought a noticeable 
freedom from the usual annual hazard of 
shooting and fires which affect the larger 
birds and mammals. 

Departure of summer birds was gen- 
erally earlier than is indicated by the last 
dates for the species included in the fol- 
lowing list; western flycatcher, Golden 
Gate Park, September 25 (Kelly); olive- 
sided flycatcher, Berkeley, August 4 (Al- 
len); cliff swallow, near Milpitas, Septem- 
ber 9 (A.); russet-backed thrush, Alameda, 
September 21 (K.), Boulder Creek, Octo- 
ber 1 (A.); warbling vireo, Alameda, Sep- 
tember 23 (K.); orange-crowned warbler, 
Berkeley, September 15 (A.), Golden Gate 
Park, September 25 (K.); pileolated war- 
bler, Boulder Creek, August 18 (A.); cow- 
bird, Carmel Valley at mouth of Potrero 
Canyon, September 25 (Williams); black- 
headed grosbeak, Berkeley, August 11 (A.), 
Hastings Reservation, September 26 (Lins- 
dale); lazuli bunting, Carmel Valley at 
mouth of Robinson’s Canyon, 3 on Sep- 
tember 5 (W.). 

A few records may be considered as in- 
dicating migration even though the birds 
may have nested within a few miles of the 
locality recorded here. Hermit warbler, 
Golden Gate Park, September 25 (Kelly); 
black-throated gray warbler, Boulder 
Creek, August 30 (Gladding), Pleasanton, 
September 2 (K.), Berkeley, September 
26 and 27 (Allen); western tanager, 
Berkeley, August 29 (A.), San Francisco, 
September 4 (Webb), Hastings Reserva- 
tion, September 18 (Linsdale). 

At many localities some of the winter- 
ing birds come from near-by places in the 
region. Dates of appearance of these as 
well as arrivals from the north are listed. 
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They indicate no conspicuous movement 
this season. Say’s phoebe, Alameda, Sep- 
tember 12 (Kelly), Carmel, September 22 
(Williams); red-breasted nuthatch, Berke- 
ley, August 25 (Allen); blue-gray gnat- 
catcher, Carmel, September 22 (W.); log- 
gerhead shrike, Carmel, August 21 (W.); 
Audubon’s warbler, Carmel, September 25 
(W.); Townsend’s warbler, Boulder Creek, 
September 19, Berkeley, September 27 
(A.); tricolored red-wing, Carmel Valley 
at mouth of Potrero Canyon, about 750 
with an equal number of Brewer's black- 
birds on September 24 (W.); white- 
crowned sparrow (pugetensis) Carmel, 
September 22 (W.); golden-crowned spar- 
row, Carmel, September 30 (W.); Lin- 
coln’s sparrow, Hastings Reservation, Sep- 
tember 9 (Linsdale). 

Occurrence of water birds deserves more 
attention from persons able to keep rec- 
ords than has been reported recently. The 
welfare of these birds concerns many per- 
sons in the region. White pelican, Sacra- 
mento Wildlife Refuge, near Willows, 12 
in last two weeks of September (Harwell), 
Dumbarton Bridge, 200 to more than 600 
on various dates through the period (Al- 
len); Florida gallinule, Middle Lake, 
Golden Gate Park, September 7 and 9 
(Stephens) and 25 (Kelly); black-bellied 
plover, Dumbarton Bridge, single birds on 
August 2 and 9 (A.); long-billed curlew, 
Dumbarton Bridge, increased from a few 
on August 9 and 16 to about 60 on Sep- 
tember 22 (A.); spotted sandpiper, Cypress 
Point, 1 on August 2 (Williams); Baird's 
sandpiper, Carmel River-mouth, 3 on 
August 11, 12 and 25 (W.); red phalarope, 
Carmel River-mouth, 1 on August 16 (W.). 

Harwell reports that, on trips he made 
after mid-September to the Sacramento 
Valley between Willows and Sacramento, 
ducks, especially mallard and pintail, were 
plentiful. He found that pintail in larger 
numbers came down two or three weeks 
carlier than usual. An estimate of ducks 
on the Sacramento Wildlife Refuge on 
September 25 was 15,000 or about half 
the number present two weeks earlier. 
Maturing rice in fields evidently attracted 
the birds away from the refuge. The re- 
sulting problems have aroused widespread 
attention and interest. 

White-tailed kites have been seen on 
numerous occasions this season. On Sep- 
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tember 19, Ninnis saw | at Moss Landing, 
on the 22d he watched 12 in flight at one 
time along the Castroville Road, 3 miles 
west of Salinas. Near Willows, on the 
Sacramento Wildlife Refuge, Harwell and 
Neff saw 4 kites on September 25. The 
superintendent had noticed them first 
about April or May, this being the first 
occurrence since the refuge was established 
seven years ago, though Neff saw a pair 
on the near-by Willow Creek Gun Club in 
the middle 1930’s. Two more kites were 
seen by Harwell on September 26 at the 
edge of the bay near Vallejo—JEAN M. 
LinsDALE, Hastings Reservation, James- 
burg Route, Monterey, Calif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
REGION 

Warm summer weather continued 
through this period until mid-October, 
with the usual September hot spell culmi- 
nating on the 
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120° or more in 
dry inland val- 
leys. Thunder- 
storms followed 
with the first no- 
table rainfall in 
the higher moun- 
tains on Septem- 
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ber 24-25. 

Ducks—Pintails increased _ steadily 
through August and were congregating by 
thousands on the best areas in September 
(Big Bear and Baldwin Lakes, 15,000; 
Bolsa Chica and inland, 10,000; Imperial 
Valley, 50,000. These are minimum con- 
servative estimates). Though no doubt 
they are increasing, the fact that many gun 
clubs are not operating and did not fill 
their ponds this year has concentrated 
birds on the remaining ones and in near- 
by marshes or irrigated fields (causing 
more worry for the farmers) giving the ap- 
pearance of a sudden increase. Other dab- 
bling ducks in fair numbers since early 
September, baldpates since September 19 
(250 at Carlsbad). Ten blue-winged teal in 
Sorrento Canyon, San Diego County, 
August 31 (K. Dixon) was a remarkable 
number. The only redheads were 2 at Big 
Bear Lake, September 5 (Daugherty). 

Shore Birds—Hudsonian curlews were 
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fairly common; but long-billed were scarce 
(maximum of 10 at Newport Bay); san- 
derlings exceedingly abundant. Lesser yel- 
low-legs in many reports, 11 at Carlsbad, 
September 5 (Kent, et al.) outnumbering 
the greaters there. Rarer species: surf-bird, 
2 at Ocean Beach, September 18 (K. D.); 
ruddy turnstone, | to 4 at Playa del Rey 
and Seal Beach, August 19 to September 
6; solitary sandpiper, 3 at Newport Bay, 
August 23 (Mrs. Hoxsie Smith, Stultz, 
Hood), also at Jackson Lake on north 
slope of San Gabriel Mountains (Storkan); 
knot, 3 on August 1, 9 on the 15th at 
Anaheim Bay (Watson, Murdock, Cogs- 
well) the only records contrasting with 
numerous ones last year; Baird’s sand- 
piper, 2 at Newport Bay, August 23 
(Stultz, et al.) and 2 at Carlsbad (K.) and 
10 (!!) at Santa Monica, September 5 
(Eckler); pectoral sandpiper, 1 at Playa 
del Rey, October 1 (Stultz), 1 on October 
3-4, 2 on the 5th in L. A. River at Long 
Beach (W.). 

Phalaropes—Great flight of northerns, 
August 7 into October, with thousands in 
many areas from August 19 to September 
3. Wilson’s at Sandyland, Santa Barbara 
County, September 12 (Rett), at Playa 
del Rey on August 20 (E.) and September 
13 (S.) and 12 at Baldwin Lake, Septem- 
ber 4 (D.). 

Gulls—Heermann’s very abundant, thou- 
sands along Los Angeles coast consistently 
trying to rob the brown pelicans. A Sa- 
bine’s gull in full breeding plumage off 
Santa Monica pier, August 20 (C.). Three 
adult herring gulls at Carlsbad, Septem- 
ber 19 (M.). 

Terns—Forster’s in numbers, several 
flocks of 100+ migrating over breakers at 
Huntington Beach, September 5; only 
three records of royals and three of com- 
mon terns, September 5, 19 and October 
17 at Carlsbad. Least terns present to Sep- 
tember 17 at Sandyland, and black terns 
regular there, September 1-17 (Rett, Grif- 
fith), also at Newport Bay, August 21 (S., 
D.), Carlsbad, September 5 (K., S.) and 
Playa del Rey, September 19 (Shuart). 
Several undoubtedly migrant Caspian 
terns feeding full-grown young on Septem- 
ber 5 (Stultz). 
Other . Water 


Birds—One each of 


Brandt’s cormorant (Palos Verdes, Sep- 
tember 26, Shuart) and Baird’s cormorant 
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(Cabrillo Beach, October 15, Lloyd). 
Coots just beginning to arrive along coast 
in ‘late September, and only about 3000 
at Big Bear and Baldwin Lakes on Sep- 
tember 26 (less than 5% of maximum 
population there). 

Wood Ibis—Recorded at Carlsbad Sanc- 
tuary throughout September, but the max- 
imum of 93 on September 5 (K., S., et al.) 
was insignificant compared to the 1500 to 
2000 in Imperial Valley, where flocks of 
150 fed in fields as close as 20 feet to work- 
men (Elder). White-faced glossy ibis some- 
what below normal in Imperial Valley in 
September (Elder), on coastal slope only 
at Carlsbad, 13 in early September 
(Crouch, Kent) and Playa del Rey, 4 on 
September 19 (Shuart). 

Greatest Rarities—Black rail, 2 at New- 
port Bay, August 7 (Stultz, Groner); red- 
dish egret, 1 adult at Otay Lake, Septem- 
ber 20 (Ken Stott). 

Hawks—Turkey vultures, several flocks 
of 30-50 from August 21 to September 5; 
the main flight, usually coming later, was 
either missed or very late. In new loca- 
tions were: white-tailed kite, 2 near Mon- 
tecito, early August (Rett), red-bellied 
hawk at El Monte Oak Park near Lake- 
side, September 9 (Crouch). Duck hawks 
at many points from Mount Pinos to 
Newport Bay; prairie falcons only at 
Baldwin Lake. Osprey, 1 at Baldwin Lake, 
September 4-6 (Daugherty) and 1 at Lake- 
side, September 11 (Stott). Two more rec- 
ords for Harris’s hawk on coastal slope, 
1 at La Presa on September 6 (Huey) and 
| inland from Carlsbad on August 17 
(Daugherty). 

Columbidae—Mourning doves still on 
increase, exceedingly abundant in favored 
inland areas (as upper San Gabriel Valley 
and Imperial Valley) but few near the 
coast. White-winged doves fairly common 
in Imperial and occasionally taken by 
hunters (Elder). One pair of band-tailed 
pigeons raised three broods of one each 
in the same nest in Altadena (W. I. 
Allen). 

Cuckoo—None seen this summer at San 
Gabriel River Sanctuary (Comby). 

Owls—Rarities were 1 saw-whet at Big 
Pines, San Gabriel Mountains, in August 
(Storkan); and notes heard of what was 


very likely a flammulated screech owl at 
Buckhorn Flats, same mountains, on 
August 26 (Eckler). 

Vaux’s Swift—Group of 4 roosted in 
chimney in South Pasadena from at least 
July 31 continually until mid-August, 
when 2 left, the other 2 remaining until 
September 22. Because these birds were 
so vociferous and were present so steadily, 
the possibility that they nested nearby was 
considered, but definite evidence is lack- 
ing—until perhaps next year. Migrant 
flocks of Vaux’s from September 26 to Oc- 
tober 10 at.San Gabriel River Sanctuary. 

Song Birds—Despite the continued warm 
weather most summer visitants departed 
on time; late stragglers were: western tana- 
ger, October 3 and 10, a chat in early Oc- 
tober. The first winter visitants arrived 
slightly later than last year and then not 
in normal numbers; Audubon’s warbler 
at Santa Barbara and Gambel’s sparrow in 
Hollywood on September 18, probably 
only stragglers as they did not become 
common until September 27-29 (October 
3 in San Diego); first cedar waxwings, 11 
near Blue Jay, San Bernardino Mountains, 
September 26, and 1 in east San Diego, 
September 29, but still not numerous in 
mid-October. First Lincoln’s sparrow 
caught in banding trap at Santa Barbara 
Mission, September 27 (Severin). 

In the high mountains, warblers came 
in numbers: orange-crowns had two peaks, 
early August and early September; yel- 
lows, commonest in late August, pileolated 
in mid-September; five records for Cal- 
averas, September 4-19; two for Town- 
sends, September 6, 19; and four for Mac- 
gillivray’s August 29 to September 19. 

Everywhere in the mountains robins 
were reported scarce, but western blue- 
birds, mountain chickadees, juncos and 
chipping sparrows more abundant then 
ever. Mount Pinos sooty grouse listed 
from that mountain on September 5 
(Rett). Both of the rare redstarts were re- 
corded this period, a female American at 
San Gabriel River Sanctuary, September 
18 (Comby) and the banded painted red- 
start back on September 26 for a third 
winter at Mr. W. I. Allen’s station in 
Altadena._Howarp L. Cocswett, 3807 
Sierra Grande St., Pasadena 8, Calif. 
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